
Alien & Sedition Acts

Acts allowing the government to imprison/deport aliens & prosecute critics of the
president/government. 
Historical Significance:
Led to the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions; contributed to the debate concerning
constitutional rights in times of war.

Declaration of Neutrality
1793-Declaration issued by Washington after the
outbreak of the French Revolution and ensuing war
between France and the rest of Europe, which allowed
the US to continue trading with both sides.

Democratic-Republican Party

Leaders:
Thomas Jefferson & James Madison
Major Ideas:
Represented the interests of the common man, the farmer. Was anti-capitalistic. Favored limitations on
the power of the federal government and a strict interpretation of the Constitution.
Held that the future of the nation was dependent on maintaining an agrarian society. Favored support of
France.

Embargo Act

An 1807 law that imposed a total ban on foreign trade. 
1807 act which ended all of America's importation and exportation. Jefferson
hoped the act would pressure the French and British to recognize U.S. neutrality
rights in exchange for U.S. goods. Really, however, just hurt Americans and our
economy and got repealed in 1809.

Federalist Party

One of the first American political parties led by Alexander Hamilton. Believed
wealthy and educated people should lead the nation, favored strong central
government, emphasized manufacturing shipping and trade, favored loose
interpretation of constitution, were pro-British, favored national bank, favored
protective tariff

Free Trade
An economic theory or policy of the absence of
restrictions or tariffs on goods imported into a country.
There is no "protection" in the form of tariffs against
foreign competition. Supported by Thomas Jefferson.

Impressment
Act of seizing men from a ship and forcing

them to serve in the navy

Laissez-Faire
Idea that government should play as small

a role as possible in economic affairs.

Marbury v Madison
an 1803 case in which the Supreme Court ruled that it

had the power to abolish laws by declaring them
unconstitutional

Mercantilist Policies
A theory of trade stressing that a nation's economic
strength depended on exporting more than it imported.
High tariffs on imported goods. Supported by Alexander
Hamilton



Transportation Revolution
These included canals in the Great Lakes region, toll
roads, steamboats, and clipper ships. The result was
faster trade and easier access to the western frontier. It
aided the growth of the nation.

US National Bank

Part of Alexander Hamilton's economic plan that provided a safe storage for
government funds, serve as an agent for the gov. in the collection, movement and
expenditure of tax money and finance new and expanding business enterprises
(speeding up national economic growth). It was partly owned by the government
and by investors.

XYZ affair
Incident in which French agents demanded a bribe and loan from the U.S. diplomats
in exchange for discussing an agreement that French privateers would no longer
attack American ships; led to an undeclared war between U.S. and France.
Historical Significance:
Convinced John Adams to strengthen the U.S. navy.


